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To Heads of Bureaus, Collectors of Customs, and others: 

Publications, not authorized by this Department, have frequently appeared in public journals at New 
York, and elsewhere, relating to action had or contemplated by the Department on questions pending 
before it. 

Publications of this character are improper, as tending to mislead importers and others concerned, and 
are unnecessary for the reason that the parties directly interested in any decision are always promptly 
advised of the purport thereof; and all decisions of general interest are published by the Department 
monthly. 

It is apparent, therefore, in view of these facts, that indiscriminate publications of official correspond¬ 
ence, or unauthorized statements of official action, are neither consistent with the interests of the public 
service nor justified by any necessity connected with the interests or rights of private parties. 

Heads of Bureaus in the Department and Collectors and other officers of the customs are therefore 
requested to exercise a strict supervision over the acts of \ their subordinates with reference to the pub¬ 
lication of correspondence or decisions of the Department, or of information concerning its action, and 
especially to prevent access by unofficial persons to official letters, documents, or records. 

Clerks and employes of the Department are hereby expressly forbidden to furnish for publication, 
without the authority of the Secretary, an Assistant Secretary, the Chief Clerk, or the Head of a Bureau, 
any letter, document, or decision, or to impart any information whatever concerning the business of the 
Department, or to allow access to any letter, document, or record connected therewith, to .any person not 
officially entitled thereto. Any infraction of this rule will, on discovery, be followed by the immediate 
dismissal of such clerk or employ^ from the public service. 

Chiefs of Divisions iu the Secretary’s Office will submit to the Chief Clerk, from day to day, such 
information relating to the business of the Department as may be of general interest or proper for publica¬ 
tion in order that the same may be furnished by the Chief Clerk to the representatives of the press for 
that purpose, and such information will not, under any circumstances, be furnished to any one or more 
portions of the public press to the exclusion of any other. 


Secretary. 
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